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trod ueed by our colleague, the Honorable 
Omar Buxueson, Is to permit certain hos- 
pitals which Jiave had difficulty in secur- 
ing required nursing services to continue 
to participate in medicare for up to 5 
years under specified conditions. 

The Secretary of Health, Education, 
and welfare would be empowered to 
grant waivers, no longer than a year at a 
time, ojjJ the requirement that the hos- 
pital have registered professional nurses 
on duty '.around the clock. The require- 
ment could be waived only if: 

First, ^he hospital has a registered 
nurse on! the day shift and is making 
bona fide Worts to hire registered nu rses 
for all shifts; 

Second, lthe hospital is located in an 
isolated geographic area with no other 
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the availability o\ hospital services to 
medicare beneficiaries. 

The proposed wai\er could be granted 
by the Secretary offiy for a year at a 
time, and would expire at; the end of 1975. 

Mr. Speaker, the\ committee was 
unanimous in reporting this bill, and I 
urge the House to take affirmative action 
now. . \ 

The bill was ordered m be engrossed 
and read a third, time, \vas read the 
third time and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table, 


COUNTING OF CERTAIN FEDERAL 
EMPLOYMENT TOWARD RETIRE- 
MENT 

Mr. BOGGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask. unan- 


medicare hospitals within a reasonable imous consent for the immediate consid 
distance; and eratirm r>f v.hfi bill IS 9.M41 nei-rvvi 


distance; and _ eration of the bill (S. 2984) to permit 

Third, hospital services to medicare service performed as a temporary em- 
benefleiariefc in the area would be sell- ployee of the field service of the Post 
ously reduced if the hospital could not Office Department to be counted toward 
participate in medicare. civil service retirement, ’ which was 

Enactments of this bill will assure that unanimously reported to the House by 
medicare beneficiaries living in remote the Committee on Ways and Means, 
areas will not be denied access to the The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
only hospital dare available in their com- objection to the request of the gentle- 
munities. The Committee is unanimous in man from Louisiana? 
recommending! enactment of H.R. 19470. There was no objection. 

Mr. BYRNES of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak- The Clerk read the bill .as follows: 

er, I rise in support of H.R. 19470, a bill s. 2084 

which would enable small hospitals in Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
rural aroa-S to coil tlllUft QUiUify Lug as pro- of Representatives of the United States of 
viders under medicare even if they are America in Congress assembled, That section 


jinacwnennoi mss Bin wm assure that 
medicare beneficiaries living in remote 
areas will not be denied access to the 
only hospital dare available in their com- 
munities. The committee is unanimous in 
recommending! enactment of H.R, 19470. 

Mr. BYRNES of Wisconsin. Mr, Speak- 
er, I rise in support of H.R. 19470, a bill 
which would enable small hospitals in 
rural areas to continue qualifying as pro- 


temporarily unable to obtain certain, 
nursing services required by the law. 

As we all know! Mr. Speaker, a num- 
ber of hospital throughout the country 
have great difficulty in finding and em- 
ploying enough professional registered 
nurses. Tins is particularly true in 
sparsely populated areas. 

Although the medicare law was de- 
signed to recognise hospitals with facili- 
ties, equipment, and personnel deemed 
adequate by nationally accepted stand- 
ards, it also was designed to assure con- 
tinuing availability of institutional cave 
for medicare beneficiaries. Consequently, 
(.he Social Security Administration has 
adopted the practice oi certifying certain 
institutions as “accessl’ hospitals, which ’ 
means that they can! retain medicare 
status if they strive to upgrade staff and 
plant deficiencies which have been 
documented. I 

One of the most prevalent documented 
deficiencies has been lri registered pro- 
fessional nursing staffs, lAnd in order to 
deal with this particular problem, H.R, 
19470 would authorize the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare to waive 
the requirement that an access hospital 
have registered professional nurses on 
duty 24 hours a day if the following con- 
ditions could be met: i 

First. The hospital would be required 
to have at least one registered nurse on 
the day shift and would Rave to show 
that it was making a continuing effort 
to fill the gap on other shifts. 

Second. It would have toibc situated 


llo of the Social Security Amendments of 
1S54. is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. (a) The repeal of such section 115, 
made by the first section of this Act, olnill not 
apply in the case of a person who, on the 
'da to of enactment of this Act, is receiving 
or is entiled to receive benefits under any 
retirement system established by the United 
States or any instrumentality thereof unless 
lie requests, in. writing, the office which ad- 
ministers Ills retirement system to apply it 
in his case. 

{!>) Any additional benefits payable pur- 
suant to a request made under subsection 
(a) of this section shall commence on the 
first of the month following enactment of 
this Act. 

Mr. BOGGS. Mr. Speaker, such equal 
treatment Is now precluded by section 
11.5 of the Social Security Amendments 
of 1.954, which section S. 3984 would re- 
peal. 

Under existing law, some temporary, 
part-time and Intermittent employment 
by the Federal Government is covered by 
the social security program, rather than 
by the civil service retirement program 
or other retirement programs for Fed- 
eral employees. Certain of these positions 
were covered under social security by the 


coverage under the 1954 amendments 
may never receive credit under a retire- 
ment system for Federal employees for 
this service covered by social security. 
Most of the employees so affected are 
those who receive temporary appoint- 
ments in the field service of the Post Of- 
fice Department, but section 1X5 applies 
also to a small number of other tempo- 
rary employees. 

An employee wlio has service which 
becomes creditable for retirement pur- 
poses as a result of this bill may, if he 
wishes, make a deposit to the Civil Serv- 
ice Retirement Fund equal to retirement 
deductions for the period, plus interest, 
If he failed to make this deposit, his re- 
tirement annuity would be reduced by .10 
percent of the amount owed as deposit. 
This is the same treatment as is given 
to the temporary employees brought un- 
der social security by the 1950 amend- 
ments who later acquire coverage under 
the civil service retirement system. 

Mr. Speaker, enactment of the bill 
would affect around 345,000 Post Office 
employees and would require additional 
appropriations to the civil . service re- 
tirement and disability trust fund of an 
estimated $ 21.1 million a year. 

_ The bill has the approval of both the 
U.S. Civil Service Commission and the 
Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. Your committee is unanimous 
in recommending its enactment. 

The bill was ordered, to be read a third 
time, waxi read the third time and passed, 
and a motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table, 

DISREGARDING OF OASDI AND 
RAILROAD RETIREMENT INCOME 
IN DETERMINING NEED FOR PUB- 
LIC ASSISTANCE 

Mr. BOGGS, Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent for the immediate 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 199X5) to 
make permanent the existing temporary 
provision for disregarding income of old- 
age, Survivors, and disability insurance 
and railroad retirement recipients in de- 
termining their need for public assist- 
ance, wiich was unanimously reported 
to the House by the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection ftp the request of the gentleman 
from, Louisiana? 

' There was no objection. 

The Clem rend the bill as follow's: 

\ H.R. 10015 

Be it enacic\ by the Senate and House of 
Representative, k of the United states of 


Social Security Amendments of 1950; America in congress assembled. That, 
others were covered under the Social So- tiv© with reaper*, to months after o 
cui’ity Amendments of 1954. Federal civil- 1870, section urn of the social s© 
ian employment covered under the 1950 Amendments of 1809 is amended by st 
amendments is creditable for civil serv- out before November W70”. 
ice retirement purposes if the employee Mr. BOGGS. MV. Speaker, undei 
is later employed in a position subject to tion 1007, the states were requin 
tiie civil service retirement system. Those take action to asstire that recipier 
covered undei- the 1954 amendments may public assistance finder the fed* 


in a remote area where hospitals as well, hot have such service later credited un~ 


as nurses were in short supply. 

Third. Participating -hospitals would. 

hiApp&ove&J? ordRele* ss 2Qt£ 

nonparticipation of this particular ac- 
cess hospital would "seriously reduce” 


der civil service retirement simply be- 

ammwaw 

By the terms of section 115, Federal 
employees who acquired social security 


tiv© with respect to months after October 
1870, section 1087 of the Social Security 
Amendments of i ft 09 is amended by striking 
out "and. before Jiovembtsr .1.970". 

Mr. BOGGS. mV. Speaker, under sec- 
tion 1007, the States were required to 
take action to assure that recipients of 
public assistance finder the federally 
aided adult public assistance programs — 
the old-age assistance, aid to the blind 

M rtorthirt n t] y and totally 
also received a 
social security benefit increase under the 
19S9 amendments would realize an in- 


